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3.    CO COS ^L.
Species about 30, all American, one of them cosmopolitan in
the tropics.
(From 'Coco/ the Portuguese for monkey; alluding to the end
of the nut being like a monkey's head.)
cultivation in europe.—Elegant stove palms. They grow-
well in a compost of two parts rich loam, one part peat, and
one of sand. When growing they must be supplied with plenty
of water; as winter approaches the quantity of water should be
gradually diminished. They are not so well suited for sub-
tropical gardening as many other genera of palms; but in, a
well-drained and sheltered spot, it is probable several of the
species might prove satisfactory.
sub-genus I.—EUCOCCUS DRUDE.'
Tall, unarmed, monoecious, with smooth annulate stems.
Leaves pinnatisect; leaflets narrow.
Spadix erect, at length drooping, simply panicled; branches
bearing scattered female flowers, often between two males
towards their bases and males above. Spathes 2 or more, lower
short, upper fusiform or clavate; perianth coriaceous. Male
flowers unsymmetric; sepals small, valvate; petals oblong, acute,
valvate; stamens 6; filaments subulate; anthers linear, erect;
pistillode minute or absent..
Female flowers much larger; globose; perianth greatly
accrescent; sepals imbricate; petals shorter, convolute with
imbricate tips; ovary 3-ceIled, usually 1-ovuled; style short,
stigmas recurved; ovules subbasilar.
Fruit large, ovoid, terete or trigonous, 1-seeded; style
terminal; pericarp thick, fibrous; endocarp bony, with 3 basal
pores, the remains of the 3 cells; seed cohering with the endo-
carp; albumen hollow, equable, merely lining the endocarp with
a thick hard coat; embryo opposite one pore.
Species 1, of American origin, but widely distributed through-
out the tropics.
1. Cocos nttcifera L. FL ZeyL 392; Mart. Hist. Nat- Palm, II, 123
descript. flor. masc- et fern.) t. 62, 75 et t. 7$ tantutn quoad fig. V et
1In the arrangement of the species  of Cocos J follow  O. Beecari;   cf. his   * Palme
inclose nel genere Cooos* pp. ^-9.

